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provided introductory sessions on Thursday and friday mornings to 

orient new participants to the nature of the Plugfest. A special nod 

goes to the ADJ group who sent nine(!) people to attend the event. 

While they will not send such a large contingent to all Plugfests, the 

commitment of so many resources is greatly appreciated.

The big news for this edition of the Plugfest was the extension 

of the event to four days rather than the traditional three days. 

This change came about by popular request from past attendees. 

There had been the observation that people often had to choose 

between participating in the Plugfest or attending task group 

meetings where standards are being written. The new format and 

meeting schedule allows for attendees to get the best of both worlds. 

Through coordination with the Control Protocols Working group, 

the evenings were kept clear of Task group meetings thus allowing 

for full participation in the Plugfest.

As in past events, new gear was connected and validated. larry Dew 

of Benjamin Electric provided RDM responder validation using the 

RDM Integrity test software package. The majority of products at the 

table appeared to be RDM devices. Although RDM was accepted as 

an American National Standard in 2006, it is now gaining traction 

Four-day ESTA 
Plugfest a large 
success By Milton Davis

ESTA’S PlugfEST was held October 5 to 8, 2023, in Westlake, 

Texas, and once again came to a successful close. There were twenty-

five registered attendees from around the world. The wide range of 

equipment brought in included consoles, lighting fixtures, network 

analyzers, and the web of cables required to connect it all together.

Many familiar faces could be seen around the tables. There were 

also new attendees who quickly became part of the Plugfest family. As 

in past events, Eric Johnson was on hand to greet new arrivals. He also 

The emphasis and theme  
for the weekend was on 
technical support and  
seeking to ensure that all 
devices being tested act as 
“good citizens” in a lighting 
control environment.
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particularly in the architectural segment of lighting fixtures. A welcome 

addition to the equipment mix was a number of RDM controllers. This 

is a segment that has been under-represented in the past.

Beyond RDM, participants brought gear to evaluate for 

compliance with DMX512-A and RDMNet (ANSI E1.33).

As part of the new four-day format, the Plugfest committee 

opted to include a special presentation event on friday evening. 

This idea was borrowed from the European Plugfest events. Thierry 

Dupont of Robert Juliat gave a presentation titled “Challenged 

by Controllers / On The Road to RDM”. The topic was about his 

company’s journey to implement RDM in a complex product. He 

emphasized the need for cooperation amongst manufacturers to 

ensure compatibility and compliance to the RDM standard. By 

doing so, we can enjoy stable, trouble-free installations.

Throughout the weekend, company affiliations were minimized. 

The emphasis and theme for the weekend was on technical support 

and seeking to ensure that all devices being tested act as “good 

citizens” in a lighting control environment.

After the conclusion of this Plugfest, the planning committee is 

looking forward to another event next year. No dates have been set 

yet. Keep an eye on the Plugfest web page at: https://tsp.esta.org/tsp/

news/plugfest.html and plan to join the group next time. n

Milton Davis  has  been invo lved  in  the  ente r ta inment 
l ight ing  indust ry  fo r  over  38 years.  Dur ing  that 
t ime, he  has  se rved as  a  l ight ing  des igner, s tage 
e lec t r i c ian , f i e ld  se rv i ce  eng ineer, p roduct  deve loper, 
so f tware  eng ineer, hardware  eng ineer, and advocate 
fo r  the  DMX512 protoco l .  He  was  par t  o f  the  eStA 
task  group which  fo rmal i zed  the  DMX512-A s tandard 
mak ing i t  an  AnSi  nat iona l  s tandard .  Mr. Dav i s  has 
been an etCP Cer t i f i ed  ente r ta inment  e lec t r i c ian  and 

recogn ized  tra iner  fo r  over  15 years.  Dur ing  that  t ime, he  has  led  many 
c lasses  and seminars  address ing  a  wide  var ie ty  o f  l ight ing  pro fess iona ls 
f rom a l l  sk i l l  l eve l s.  Covered  top ics  re la te  to  a l l  l ight ing  cont ro l  p rotoco l s 
and genera l  p rac t i ces  re la ted  to  theate rs, theme parks, houses  o f  worsh ip, 
convent ion  centers, and any  other  locat ion  where  l ight ing  cont ro l  i s  c r i t i ca l 
to  p resentat ions  and genera l  operat ion .  He  i s  cur rent l y  the  co-cha i r  fo r 
eStA’s  Cont ro l  P rotoco l s  Work ing  Group and i s  a  member  o f  a  number  o f 
that  g roup’s  task  groups  work ing  on new s tandards.  Mi l ton  works  fo r  Doug 
F leenor  Des ign , inc . where  he  des igns  p roducts  and prov ides  techn ica l 
suppor t  to  cus tomers.


