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Rigging Working Group

BSR E1.81 - 202x, Rigging System Signage Requirements
Public Review 1 Comment Resolutions

Reference document: BSR E1.81 - 202x, Rigging System Signage Requirements  (Document number Rig/2026-2006r0)

ANSI Public review period: 17 April 2026 through 01 June 2026

Question: In your opinion, do you think the requirements of BSR E1.81 - 202x, Rigging System Signage Requirements (DCN Rig/2026-2006r0) are 
reasonable, and adequately address the intended subject matter?

Please answer the question using one of the options below. Select “Yes”, “Yes, but…” (provide comments to support your opinion), or “No, with reasons” 
(the document’s requirements are unacceptable or unreasonable). Note that you are offering your opinion, which is in no way construed as a vote of acceptance or 
approval.

Responses: 

William Gorlin – William Gorlin Consulting (WG) No, with reasons

Richard Nix (RN) No, with reasons

Ted Jones – Grand Stage Company Yes

Individual comments:

No. Commenter Ref. Section Comment Resolution

1 RN Definitions label, revise the wording to state, 3.3 label: for this 
standard, label is a term used to denote manufacturer 
supplied product information affixed to the product.

The proposed wording is concise.

Accept.

2 RN Definitions shall: Revise the wording to state, “3.6  shall: indicates a 
mandatory action.”

The proposed wording is concise.

Accept.

3 RN Definitions should: Revise the wording to state, “3.7  should: 
indicates a non- mandatory action.”

The proposed wording is concise.

Accept.

4 RN Definitions sign: Revise the wording to state, “3.8  sign: for this Accept.
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standard, sign is a visual alerting device located in a 
workplace or public area that provides safety information, 
hazard warnings, operational or general information”

The proposed wording removes unnecessary words, 
since all definitions in this standard already apply to this 
standard.

5 RN Definitions signal word: Revise the definition to state, “signal any of 
three specific words (DANGER, WARNING, and 
CAUTION) used to identify the level of hazard specific to 
the situation. Signal words are located in the top panel of 
the sign.” The last sentence is a requirement regarding 
location of the words and should be moved into the 
appropriate section where this applies.

Accept. Last sentence moved to 6.2.2.1

6 RN 4.1 4.1 with its charging sentence reads like a definition, 
although I don’t think the term needs a definition. I 
suggest deleting the 4.1.1 section numbering to make its 
contents the charging statement for the 4.1 heading as 
follows:

“4.1 Hazard alerting signs
Hazard alerting signs shall…”

Renumber the 4.1.x.x subsections accordingly.

Accept.

7 WG 4.1.2.3 Remove extra period. Accept.

8 RN 4.2 same comment as 4.1: it reads like a definition when it 
should read more like a main section charging statement. 
I suggest breaking this into two parts to address 
informational signs and operational signs as two separate 
and distinct topics, as follows:

4.2  Operational signs
Operational signs shall contain information intended to 
the system user pertaining to the operation, or to 
operational safety of a system. They shall not include 
hazard information, or system contact information.

4.3  Informational signs
Informational signs shall only contain information to 
identify the system’s designer(s), manufacturer, and 
installer. They shall not be used to convey operational 

Accept part in principle. Reject part. 

It was the original intent of the standard to define and 
describe 2 sign categories: 
1 - hazard alerting signs
2 – operational and informational signs

Based upon the comment, the draft has been modified to 
identify and describe 3 sign categories. The comment to 
not permit operational signs contain informational items 
and informational signs to not permit operational items is 
rejected. 
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information, or for hazard alerting purposes.

9 RN 4.2.1 & 4.2.2 4.2.1 and 4.2.2: fix the section numbering where it now 
reads 4.1.2 (should be 4.2.1) and replace the commas 
with periods in the section number (should read 4.2.2).

See item 10

10 RN 4.2.1 – 4.2.7 Rewrite the entire subsection 4.2.1 through 4.2.7 so there 
are actual recommendations or requirements. As it reads 
now, this subsection looks more like a descriptive list 
containing no actionable items. This section duplicates 
information in 5.3, which is really where the requirements 
for these signs should be, so I’m not sure if this section is 
even needed.

Accepted in principle. As noted in the last sentence of the 
comment, information in 4.2.1 through 4.2.7 is sign content 
information and the referenced items have been moved to 
a restructured section 5 location.

11 WG 4.2.3 The current clause "Operating/loading bridge capacity" 
does not cover the full range of theatrical infrastructure 
that can support rigging loads. Change clause to "Load 
capacity of operating/loading bridge, gridiron, head beam, 
fly floor, pin rail, arbor, rigging point, rigging boom and 
other applicable theatrical infrastructure."

Accept in principle. Item referenced was first moved to 
Section 5, 5.3.2.2. Slight wording changes have been 
made from suggested changed text. 

12 RN 5.1.1 Revise to read, “Signs content shall be…” to maintain 
consistency with 5.2’s wording. As written, the 
requirement arbitrarily limits the content to something that 
is either brief, or concise – not necessarily either or both – 
but the words “quick and easy” are too subjective. I 
suggest that a simple revision is to delete the words 
“...quick and...”, because “easy to comprehend” implies 
that it won’t take too long to read or to understand.

Accept.

13 RN 6.1.5 6.1.5 revise to state, “The contrast ratio of the sign’s 
character color relative to its background color shall not 
be less than 65%.”

This provides a clear performance requirement and is 
consistent with sign industry recommendations as may be 
adopted by ICC A117.1 Accessibility Standard.

Accept.

14 WG B.2.2 Correct errant plural. Change "...fall protections 
systems..." to "...fall protection systems..."

Accept.

15 WG Annex E Add the following examples:
Grid loading limits (area loads and grid wells, as 
applicable)
Lineset arbor loading capacity
Lineset system loading limits
Overhead obstruction

Accept in principle. Most items added, either individually or 
in combination with existing list items. Line set system 
loading limits is covered by the list item – Systems loading 
capacities and is not individually added to the list. 
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Limited head clearance
Unguarded opening
Unguarded edge

16 WG Annex G The language in "Counterweight Storage" box and 
"Rigging Instructions" box is not in English. Revise this 
text to be in English.

Reject. It is not the intent of this standard to provide 
signage for direct use. A note has been added to the 
Annex indicating generic placeholder text is used in the 
samples. The specific placeholder text used is a design 
industry standard dummy text. 


